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ERICSSON CUP BACK FOR 
HOT ACTION 


After a three week recess, 
Australia’s premier soccer 
competition is back in action and 
South Melbourne resumes in this 
evening’s clash with Gippsland 
Falcons. 


Prior to the break, South 
Melbourne had won five of their 
last seven games, conceding a 
mere two goals in that period 


The Lakers were establishing 
themselves as the league’s form 
team before the recess stopped 
their run. 

While the break may have come 
at a bad time considering South 
were playing at a peak, it was 
welcomed by squad members 
experiencing the toil of an 
arduous A-League campaign 


Four Lakers, however, were not 
spared from top class soccer, 
when they were called up to Terry 
Venables’ Socceroos side for the 
Optus World Soccer Series, 


Paul Trimboli, Jason Polak, 
Warren Spink and late call-up, 
Fausto De Amicis, were doing 
their best to impress the new 
Socceroo coach 

Trimboli did little to disappoint 
Venables and his classy display in 
the three games against New 
Zealand, South Korea and 
Norway will give him every 
chance to be a key figure among 
Venables’ plans. 


Warren Spink was very handy in 
his appearances as substitute and 
Polak and De Amicis, although 
not used, tasted Socceroo life 
under the celebrated Venables. 
South’s Kiwi, Vaughan Coveny, 
also played in the series and was a 
serviceable member in the New 
Zealand side. 


They now return to the Ericsson 
Cup fold along with our Young 
Socceroos who successfully 
qualified for this year’s World 
Youth Championships in 
Malaysia. 


The evening's visit of Gippsland, 
under former South Melbourne 
coach, Frank Arok, will make for 
an exciting return to the Ericsson 
Cup. 


Fausto De Amicis is back in action 


for South Melbourne after a call-up 


‘y Venables’ Socceroo squad. 
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BIG BOY BLATSIS NOW VITAL LAKER 


Despite being just 19 years of age, South 
Melbourne central defender Con Blatsis is 
rapidly emerging as one of the team’s key 
players. 


Blatsis, who made his debut for South last 
season under Frank Arok, has shown he has 
the pedigree to become one of the league’s 
most feared defenders. 


In a disrupted 1996/97 season, Blatsis has 
played eight games for South Melbourne 
and just as many for the Young Socceroos. 


Indeed, Blatsis has just returned from Tahiti 
where the Australian Under 20’s qualified 
for the World Youth Championships to be 
held in Malaysia in mid-1997, 


He started in all four games and was only 
substituted once, in Australia’s 10-0 rout of 
the host nation. 


Blatsis’ soccer background exudes 
excellence from the time he first kicked a 
ball for Clarinda (now Kingston City) nine 
years ago. 


He developed through the ranks as an 
accomplished defender, joining the 


- Victorian Institute of Sport from Bulleen 


and then moving to Canberra at the 
Australian Institute of Sport. 


It was at the AIS under Ron Smith’s 
guidance that Blatsis’ tactical awareness 
was heightened and the professional 
lifestyle has since proved to be a huge 
advantage to his soccer development. 


Blatsis came through the AIS at the same 
time as the Knights’ Joe Simunic, 
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Canberra’s Michael Garcia and Danny 
Milosevic, South Melbourne’s own 
Michael Curcija and the respected trio of 
Hayden Foxe, Lucas Neill and Andrew 
McDermott who are now with clubs in 
Europe. 


Most players’ stay at the AIS is a two year 
one, but Blatsis left four months early after 
being lured back to Melbourne by South 
Melbourne coach, Frank Arok. 


Arok had heard the rave reviews about the 
towering defender and had seen him play 
youth games in Sydney. 


Blatsis was rushed into the South 
Melbourne side and although he grabbed 
the opportunity he found that life in the top 
flight was going to be difficult. 


South were struggling under Frank Arok’s 
rebuilding program and the morale among 
many young players was not at its highest. 
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“It was a big struggle and the confidence 
was down because of our young team and 
because we were losing,” Blatsis said. 


“Ang (Postecoglou) kept on talking to me, 
telling me to keep in there, as did Trimmers 
(Paul Trimboli).” 


“I wanted to improve game by game but it 
was very hard last season.” 


Blatsis says that they’ve now overcome the 
organisational problems of last season and 
have formed a very sturdy defence, one that 
enjoys the league's best record. 


“We've reorganised the defence and have 
got better communication among all the 
new players,” Blatsis said, 


“We've started it out with Nick (Orlic) and 
Kuza (Alex Kuzmanovic) in the middle and 
with Fausto De Amicis and Steve Iosifidis, 
it’s easy to play down the flanks.” 


The Young Socceroos duties have forced 
Blatsis to miss the South Melbourne- 
Collingwood game. which was very 
disappointing for a player who grew up 
dreaming to play in the old South 
Melbourne-Heidelberg derbies. 


Blatsis was however, among South’s 
resurgence up the Ericsson Cup table and 
that has seen him become confident about 
the Lakers’ prospects this season. 


“We’ll be in the Top Six, but we want to 
finish first. With half the season to go, I 
think we can get there.” 


And as for how South Melboume will fare 
in the finals, Blatsis was adamant: “We'll 
win it!” 


Blatsis possesses the talent to take him a 
long way in the game, but for the time 
being, he is focussed on his duties for South 
Melbourne. 


Harbouring overseas ambitions is also not 
among the Blatsis priorities. 


“Like every soccer player, I want to get to 
the highest level I can, but I’m not too 
concerned if I don’t go overseas,” Blatsis 
said. 


Considering a myriad of players with 
seemingly less potential have made the 
grade in Europe, it’s alarming yet 
refreshing that Blatsis is not desperately 
seeking a European contract. 


CHRIS’GREEK DIPS 


24 COMMERCIAL DRIVE, THOMASTOWN, VICTORIA, 3074 
TELEPHONE: (03) 9465 7777 FACSIMILE: (03) 9464 1948 
INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE: +61 3 9465 7777 
INTERNATIONAL FACSIMILE: +61 3 9464: 1948 
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GAMEDAY 


It may have been a whole month ago, but South’s emphatic 4-0 win over cross-town rivals Collingwood still 
lives in the memories of Laker fans. : 


Below, In Blue and White photographer, Tony Gavardinas, gets some snaps from the first-class win. 


Comfortable Take: Laker custodian Michael Petkovic claims the 
ball for a rare time. 


| All Class: Paul Trimboli at his best, 
eluding Collingwood’s Carlo Talladira. 


WE GET A KICK OUT 
OF SUPPORTING THE 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
Golngntod er Fr ak SOCCER CLUB. 


puma’ 


High Fliers: Daniel Allsopp, scorer of the 


fourth goal, peta Collingwood's Take a seat on me: Dean Fak used Daniel Allsopp as 
in Fak, 


@ resting point. 
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COBURG SUPER 
FINISH 


proud sponsors of 


SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 


UPE H 
SMASH ae 


2s 


144 Gaffney Street, Coburg, Victoria 3058 
TEL: 9354 4555 FAX: 9350 5210 


ERICSSON 2 


Page 8 In Blue & White In Blue & White Page 9 


GR 


NY. that winning feeling 


CARLTON TAB 


LATE NIGHT TRADING 
Monday, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday 


2 SKY TVs 
for prompt 10 Odds Displays 
Cae Variety of Form Guides 
manager Local & Interstate Odds 
Bill Hambas Refreshments 
Comfort & Friendly Staff 


404 LYGON STREET, 
CARLTON, VICTORIA 3053 
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BBLES 


PATHOLOGY 
NO-CHARGE PATHOLOGY TESTING 


GRIBBLES SUPPORT THE ERICSSON CUP 


*Gribbles Pathology Services are FREE to patients 
if Medicare Bulk Billed by doctor request 

14 Yarra Street, South Yarra, VICTORIA 3141 
Tel: 9828 7777 FAX: 9828 7778 


Peter Mitrakas 
B.A. L.L.B. 
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 
9544 0700 
Facsimile: 9544 9742 
At the legal offices of 
MITRAKAS, 
SAVAS & CO. 


282A Clayton Road, 
Clayton, Victoria 3168 
Australia 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 


MAJOR SPONSORS Bartercard 

Southern Motors Bayswater Indoor Soccer 
Bob Jane T-Marts Boral 

EQUIPMENT SPONSOR Box Hill Indoor Sports Centre 
Puma Australia pao ae 

EXECUTIVE CORPORATE SPONSORS ena cna 


Puma Australia 


Tooheys 
Rocket Batteries 


CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Olympic Airways 
Sunlighting Holophane 
Gribbles Patholoty 
Original Juice Company 
NZI Insurance 

Coburg Super Finish 
MBF , 

Mr Donut 

Neos Kosmos 

3XY Radio Hellas 

Ta Nea 

Ericsson 

Optus 

Ansett Australia 

Equity Financial Services 
Crown Casino 

Neon Tubing Australia 


CORPORATE BOX HOLDERS 
TZ Metroof 

Morgans Bakery 

Ericsson 

Foxtel 

A.A. Petroleum 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA SPONSORS 
Ansett Australia 

Ericsson 

Optus 

Mitre 

Coca-Cola 

Johnnie Walker 
ADVERTISING SPONSORS 
A Weather World 

Andrew Young & Associates 
Arthur G Designs 

Bank of Cyprus 


Central Cleaning Supplies 
Chris’s Coaches 

Coca-Cola 

Coffico 

Colourtek 

Crown Casino 

Cyprus Popular Bank 

Demos Property Services 

EJ. Doherty Real Estate 
Elco Foods (Dodoni Cheese & Misko) 
Emman’s Wireworks 
Foodlife Services 

Foxtel 

Gatorade 

Giasoumi, Papasavas & Zervos 
Gregory’s Motor Body Works 
Greg Williams Printing 
Image on Line 

IMC 

Jim’s Wrapping Paper 

John’s Construction 
Marathon Foods 

Metro Nightclub 

Mitrakas, Savas & Co. 

Neon Tubing Australia 
Neverfail Springwater 
Pandeli & Co. 

Perfect Exhaust Systems 

Quit 

Select-O-Pedic Bedding 
Southcorp Wines 

Sports Screens T-Shirts 

The Hoover Shop 

Tile Importers 

Tim & Terry Oysters 
Traveller’s Apparel 

Unifoods (Bushells Coffee) 
United Distillers (Johnnie Walker) 
Valcorp Holdings 

Weston Milling 


SS eee 
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MONDAY 

NIGHTSHIFT - INDUSTRY NIGHT 

HOSPITALITY, MEDICAL, MUSIC AND SERVICE 
INDUSTRIES 

RELAX WITH MAX LIVE 

PARTY CLASSICS FROM THE 70'S 80'S AND 90'S 
SUPER CHEAP DRINKS ALL NIGHT 

FREE ENTRY WITH INDUSTRY ID 


THURSDAY 

Goo 

LIFE INDEPENDENT BANDS EVERY WEEK 

SUPER CHEAP DRINKS ALL NIGHT 

SOUNDS: REGURGITATOR, BUTTHOLE SURFERS, 
YOU AM I, OFFSPRING, CHILI PEPPERS, SMASHING 


PUMPKINS, BUSH, FOO FIGHTERS, LIVE, RAGE, 
AGAINST THE MACHINE, BEASTIE BOYS, STONE 
TEMPLE PILOTS : 


FRIDAY 

JOY - HAPPY TO HOUSE 

IN THE MAIN ROOM DJs ANDY MIKO, 
MICKEY B, and BILLY THE KIDD 

RETRO DISCO PARTY TUNES IN THE GODS’ 
BAR WITH LOUIE DA FLY AND PERIL 


SATURDAY 

POP - MUSIC - CULTURE - FASHION - ART 
PUMPING SUPER HITS ALL NIGHT IN THE 
MAIN ROOM WITH DJs STEWIE ALLEN, 
KAHUNA & MICKEY B 

GRUNT LIVE IN THE RE-BAR 

ADORE LIVE IN THE GODS’ BAR 


AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE FUNCTIONS & CONCERTS 


MELBOURNE METRO NIGHTCLUB 20 BOURKE STREET CITY 
PHONE: 9663 4288 


MANAGEMENT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ENTRY. MINIMUM LEGAL AGE 18 YEARS. PHOTO ID REQUIRED 
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Supporting Australian Socce: 
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ERICSSON CUP RESULTS 


At Breakers Stadium 

Newcastle Breakers | (Pryce 50° pen) Adelaide City 1 (Gibson 23”) 

At Bruce Stadium 

Canberra Cosmos 2 (Sorras 20’, Kelly 66° pen) Melbourne Knights 4 (Kutlesovski 3’, 52’, A Cervinski 60’, 74’) 
At Falcons Park 

Gippsland Falcons 1 (Sekulic 89") Wollongong City 3 (Dimoski 50’, Surjan 65’, Chipperfield 84”) 
At Perth Oval 

Perth Glory 1 (Strudwick 59’) Marconi Fairfield 1 (Harper 75°) 

At Victoria Park 

Collingwood Warriors 0 South Melbourne 0 

At Sydney United Sports Centre 

Sydney United 4 (Milicic 10°, 80°, Genc 19’, Zdrilic 85") Brisbane Strikers 0 

At Hindmarsh Stadium 

West Adelaide 2 (Thorp 31°, Tsekinis 44’) UTS Olympic 1 (Tome 52’) 


yl 


TABLE: P Ww D L A Pfs 
SYDNEY UNITED 14 10 2 2 39 19 32 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 14 9 2 3 30 18 29 
WOLLONGONG CITY 14 6 6 2 24 17 24 
PERTH GLORY 14 7 2 5 31 23 23 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 14 6 4 4 18 il 22 
ADELAIDE CITY 14 5 6 3 17 12 21 
West Adelaide 14 6 1 7 20 26 19 
Marconi Fairfield 14 5 3 6 21 21 18 
Melbourne Knights 14 4 4 6 18 18 16 
UTS Olympic 14 4 4 6 19 26 16 
Newcastle Breakers 15 2 8 5 23 27 14 
Gippsland Falcons 14 3 4 7 15 26 13 
Collingwood Warriors 14 2 7 5 13 26 13 
Canberra Cosmos 15 1 5 9 15 33 8 
OTHER GAMES THIS WEEK 

Brisbane Strikers v Adelaide City Marconi Fairfield v Canberra Cosmos 
Wollongong City v Sydney United Melbourne Knights v Collingwood Warriors 
UTS Olympic v Perth Glory West Adelaide v Newcastle Breakers 

NEXT WEEK - ROUND 16 

Friday February 7 : 

Newcastle Breakers v Brisbane Strikers Breakers Stadium 7:30pm 
Saturday February 8 

Canberra Cosmos v UTS Olympic Bruce Stadium 7:00pm 
Gippsland Falcons v Melbourne Knights Falcons Park 7:30 pm 
Sunday February 9 

Perth Glory v West Adelaide Perth Oval 5:00pm 
Adelaide City v Wollongong City Hindmarsh Stadium 7:30pm 
Collingwood Warriors v Marconi Fairfield Victoria Park 6:00pm 
Sydney United v South Melbourne Syd Utd S.C. 6:30pm 
TOP GOALSCORERS 


13: David Zdrilic (Pumas) 
9; Bobby Despotovski (Glory); Ante Milicic (Pumas) 
8: Norman Tome (Olympic) 

NEXT HOME GAME 

v Adelaide City, Round 17, Sunday February 17, 1997. 


TELEPHONE ON HOLD MESSAGES CALL - IMAGE LINE 
03 9417 7644 
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STATISTICS 
One On One ; 
South Melbourne 

Won 6 

Scored 18 

Gippsland Falcons 

Won 0 

Scored 10 

Drawn 4 


At South Melbourne 
South Melbourne 
Won 3 

Scored 12 
Gippsland Falcons 
Won 0 

Scored 8 

Drawn 2 


Last Time They Met 
Gippsland Falcons 0 
South Melbourne 0, 
Round 1, 1996/97, 
at Falcons Park 


Last Time At Bob Jane Stadium 
South Melbourne 3 (Curcija 55’, 
Coveny 82’, 89’) 

Gippsland Falcons 2 (Miller 43’, 
E. Masi 60’), 1995/96, Round 27. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE IS 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 


Southern Motors 


BOB JANE TMARTS 


pumas 


Australia 
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“SOUTH MELBOURNE 


CHAMPIONSHIPS: 2 (1984, 1990/91) 
LEAGUE CUPS: 2 (1989/90, 1995/96) 


1996 APPS 


COACH: Angie Postecoglou 
NICKNAME: Lakers 


1 Michael Petkovic 
2 Con Anthopoulos 
3 Nick Orlic 

4 Alex Kuzmanovic 
5 Con Blatsis 

6 Jason Polak 

7 Steve Panopoulos 
8 Vaughan Coveny 
9 Paul Trimboli 

10 Warren Spink 

11 Steve Iosifidis 
12 Bill Damianos 
13 David Clarkson 
14 Mike Peterson 
15 Tansell Baser 

17 Daniel Allsopp 
18 Michael Curcija 
19 Robert Liparoti 
22 Alex Efstathiou 
23 Ivan Kelic 

24 George Goutzioulis 
25 Fausto De Amicis 


14 


SUBS 


SH SCCOCUUNOKHBHWHKHK- RONWWODO-o 


GOALS 


0 


couNneoo- He oso coC ooh RK He OC ORO 


~ COACH: Frank Arok 


° 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


CHAMPIONSHIPS: 0 


NICKNAME: Falcons LEAGUE CUPS: 0 
Goals 
1 Jim Kourtis ———.__:12 Clayton Bell 
2 Doug Marcina —— 13 Carlo Villani 
3 Claudio Canosa ———_sI4Billy Wright 
_ 4 Marcus Stergiopoulos ______—_15 Tony Sekulic 
5 Steve Mangos ———___ 16 Manny Gottis 
6 Nick Palamaras —— 17 Will Hastie 


7 Hugo Giminez 18 Bill Mitroulis 


8 Mark Foy ———.._ 19 Manoa Masi 

9 Eddie Krncevic ——— 20 Leo Galea 

10 Alex Duric ———__:21 Levent Osman 
11 Esala Masi ———__ 22. Joe Tricarico 


Goals 


STATISTICS 


(Away from home) 

Played: 7 

Won: 2 

Lost: 4 

Drawn: I 

Goals Scored: 9 

Goals Conceded: 17 

First Half Goals Scored: 7 

First Half Goals Conceded: 5 
Second Half Goals Scored: 2 
Second Half Goals Conceded: 12 
Leading Scorer: Eddie Kmeevic (5) 


Fastest Goal Scored: Eddie 
Krncevic, | min, R13 v 
Wollongong 


Fastest Goal Conceded: Alvin 
Ceccoli, 3 mins, R13 v Wollongong 


Latest Goal Scored: Alex Duric, 
66 mins, R9 v Newcastle 


Latest Goal Conceded: Sasho 
Dimoski, 84 mins, R13 v 
Wollongong 


Average Crowd: 4539 
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LAKERS STAR ONCE AGAIN FOR YOUNG 


. SOCCEROOS 


South Melbourne’s army of Young Socceroos were at the fore once again in Tahiti for the Oceania 


World Youth Championship qualifiers. 


The Aussies won their three group games before taking out the final 2-1 over New Zealand. 


Con Blatsis, Michael Curcija and Bill 
Damianos were prominent once more for 
the Young Socceroos. 


Blatsis played in all four games and was 
substituted just once when Wollongong’s 
Sebastian Sinozic took his place at half- 
time in the 10-0 thrashing of Tahiti. 


Blatsis got the opening goal in the 2-1 win 
over New Zealand and Lucas Neill got the 
second, but reports in Australia credited the 
goals to Michael Curcija and Neill. 


Curcija was potent in attack while 
Damianos, who didn’t start all the games, 
was also impressive when used. 


Atour of Europe is intended before the finals. South’s Michael Curcija, pictured here playing against 
in Malaysia in mid 1997, UTS Olympic, was among Australia’s best in Tahiti. 


Do you pay over $7,500 in remuneration? 

If so, would you like to keep your WorkCover premium to a 
minimum? 

For all your WorkCover queries contact: 

JO STONE or TONY ANTONIOU TEL: (03) 9628 1403 


NZI Workers' Compensation (Victoria) Limited 
A.C.N. 060 317 571 
Amember company of General Accident Group 


| BARTER 


CA R dD] 
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EQUITY FINANCIAL SERVICES 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 


A negatively geared: 


1) Share Portfolio 
2) Investment Property 


May be an attractive alternative for 
high income earners following the budget 


Our low interest loans can be used to create wealth 


NEW REDUCED RATES!!! 
HOUSING LOANS From 8.4 %yp.a. 
variable 


*No ongoing fees 
*Legal and valuation reduced to $450 - plus disbursements 


LINE OF CREDIT 9.45 Yop.a. 


Investment for any worth while purpose for 12 months 


CONSTRUCTION year dixea) 7.95 %p.a. 


FINANCE 3 YEARS (fixed) 8.25 %p.a. 

PREMIUM LOAN 9.1%p.a. 
variable 

Fixed term principal and interest or interest 

only loan for any worth while purpose. 


application forms and information available from: 


Run Meretz & Peter Bunney 
DIRECTOR’S 


Equity Financial Services Australia P/L 
23 Palmerston Crescent 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 3205 
Telephone: 03 9696 6555 Fax: 03 9696 6688 
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iat JOHNS 


CONSTRUCTIONS PTY. LTD. 


BUILDERS & DESIGNERS OF NEW HOMES 


CON LIACOPOULOS 
Managing Assistant 


149 QUEEN STREET 
ALTONA 3018 
ph 9398 6344 


CHRIS ’S COA CHES PTY. LTD. 


LUXURY COACHES AVAILABLE FOR TOURS AND CHARTERS 
CONTAINING VIDEO, TOILET AND AIR CONDITIONING 
16-64 SEATS 


For travelling to interstate games please contact 


CHRIS’S COACHES 


direct on 9654 7722 


1880 HUME HIGHWAY, CAMPBELLFIELD VIC 3061 
TEL: (03) 9357 9977 or (008) 337 936 FAX: (03) 9357 8048 
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INDOOR SOCCER” 


FIVE-A-SIDE AND SUBS 


MEN’S, MIXED AND JUNIOR 
COMPETITIONS 


FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED 
FACILITY 


SOCIAL BOOKINGS WELCOME 
NOMINATE YOUR TEAM NOW 


EAATE NA TIAISETE 
TTOAOX@AIPO 


BOX HILL INDOOR 
SPORTS CENTRE 
PH: 9899 7000 


9 CLARICE ROAD, BOX HILL 


os 
0,9! 


INDOOR CRICKET, NETBALL, BEACH VOLLEYBALL & 
TRADITIONAL VOLLEYBALL ALSO AVAILABLE 
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TILE IMPORTERS 
| TIMBER MERCHANTS & 
BUILDING SUPPLIERS 


Proud supporters of 
South Melbourne Lakers 


Phone: 9562 7181 
Fax: 9562 7120 


Manager: Michael Tselepatiotis 


Service and Parts to most brands of 
Washing Machines — Dryers — Dishwashers 
HOOVER « SIMPSON 
MALLEYS * KLEENMAID 
FISHER & PAYKEL ¢ Etc 


Tim 


& = He ee 


Service, Parts and accessories to 
most brands of Vacuum Cleaners 
HOOVER * ELECTROLUX 
VOLTA * BLACK & DECKER 
MIELE * WERTHEIM 
NATIONAL * SANYO * Etc 


Terry 


OYSTER SUPPLY 
Pty Ltd 


Smait jobs done while you wait — Full range of spare parts. 
Northcote Home Appliance Centre 
PTY LTD ACN 005 955 135 
244 High Street, Northcote 3070. 
Tel: 9489 0615, 9481 5839 
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The Special Event Venue 
Set in the parklands surrounding Albert Park Lake, home of 
the South Melbourne Soccer Club, the Albert by the Lake is 


the perfect backdrop for an unforgettable occasion. Ideal for 


Weddings, Cocktail Parties, Dinner Dances or Corporate 


Events experience the difference at this unique venue, 


Albert by the Lake. 


ALBERT 


Phone Bernie on 9690 2178 for further 


information today 


Ed oa 


SPECIALISING 
Star Gloss Paper « Newsprint Paper 
¢ Grease. Proof Paper 
Jim Stavridis 
42 Regent Street, Oakleigh 3166 
Mobile: 0148 569 700 


ERICSSON CUP NOTICE 

Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is 
prohibited at all times and offenders will be 
prosecuted. All spectators are requested to vacate the 
ground within 15 minutes of the end of the final game. 
Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised 
persons who remain after the stipulated time. 

The setting alight of, or the igniting or discharging of 
any type of object, including fireworks, signal or 
smoke flares, is strictly prohibited. 


OFFENDERS WILL BE ARRESTED 
AND CHARGED 


ERICSSON CUP INFO AS YOU NEED IT 
1 900 1 700 47 


A NP] 
EX 
— BROADSYSTEM RATE 75¢/MIN. - HIGHER CHARGE FROM MOBILES & PUBLIC PHONES 


* RESULTS ¢ ERICSSON CUP NEWS « COMING ATTRACTIONS 


THE ERICSSON CUP 


THE BEST SOCCER 


THE BEST PLAYERS 


ALL SUMMER LONG 
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Toanela Kumpou 
veennnkat tag HAAAAOSY | 
100 YEARS AHEAD !! | 


* Providing high quality banking, financial, investment and insurance 
services in CYPRUS, GREECE & BRITAIN 
* The leading and largest bank of Cyprus with 250 branches | 


* Our Australian Representative Offices offer PROFESSIONAL ! 
ADVICE on banking, financial, investment and commercial issues for 
travellers and repatriates to Cyprus, Greece and the U.K. 


AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES 
Melbourne 1st Flr, 168 Lonsdale St. (Greek Comm. Centre) Ph: (03) 9663 8015 
Sydney 2nd Flr, 251-253 Elizabeth St. (Hellenic House) Ph: (02) 9261 3222 
Adelaide 117A Henley Beach Road, Mile End S.A. Ph: (08) 8443 3552 


A Brisbane office opening soon ! ! 


BANK OF CYPRUS IN GREECE 

ATHENS ATHENS ATHENS 

Vas. Sofias 11 & Sekeri Singrou 367 Paleo Faliro Alexandras 170 

Tel: (301) 360 0484-6 Tel: (301) 930 7080-6 Tel: (301) 429 4662-6 

ATHENS ‘ ATHENS PIRAEUS 

Vouliagmenis 266 Agios Dimitrios  Pavlou Mela 45 Peristeri Filellinon & Filonos 137 

Tel: (301) 925 5711 Tel: (301) 577 3910 Tel: (301) 429 4661-7 
THESSALONIKI CRETE 
Nikis 9 Eleftherias Square 40 & Averof | 
Tel: (3031) 244 300 Tel: (3081) 229 702 ‘ 


BANK OF CYPRUS 
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Only one 
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In today’s world you should 
expect the Best... 
And demand nothing less... 


CORPORATION 


IMC INSURANCE BROKERS OFFERS A RANGE OF SPECIALLY 
TAILORED INSURANCE PRODUCTS FOR YOUR PERSONAL AND 
BUSINESS NEEDS. 


For enquiries contact: 

GEORGE SKIADAS TEL: (03) 9827 5955 

INSURANCE MARKETING CORPORATION (AUST) PTY LTD 
T/AS IMC INSURANCE BROKERS 


1st Floor, 251 Maivern Road, South Yarra Vic. 3141 
TEL: (03) 98275955 FAX: (03) 9827 0700 
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EPIC ENCOUNTERS 


1994/95 Finals Series, Elimination Final 

SOUTH MELBOURNE 5 (Trimboli, Petersen, Muscat, 
Kelic, Polak) 

MORWELL FALCONS | (J. Markovski) 


South Melbourne and Gippsland (formerly Morwell) have 
had some great tussles in the short space of time that the 
two sides have shared A-League status. 

From the South Melbourne point of view, the best ever 
clash the two sides have had was the Lakers’ 5-1 
demolition of a hapless Falcons, playing in the finals for 
the first time. 

South, under Frank Arok, had just scraped into the top six, 
and went within a whisker of making the Grand Final. 
Their first test was a gritty Morwell over two legs. The 
first game at Falcons Park saw South take a 1-0 win and 
place them in a perfect position for the return bout at 
Olympic Park. 

South Melbourne turned on what possibly may have been 
its best ever finals performance, crushing the Falcons 5-1. 
The result was then Morwell’s worst NSL loss and was 
record-breaking elsewhere. 


It was the record score for an elimination final and also 
South Melbourne’s biggest win in 24 previous finals 
matches. 

Paul Trimboli gave the Lakers a 1-0 lead after 12 minutes, 
before two glorious strikes from Mike Petersen and Kevin 
Muscat saw them skip away to a 3-0 lead at the break. 
With Morwell jaded, Ivan Kelic and Jason Polak put 
South Melbourne 5-0 up before John Markovski scored a 
goal that was meaningless in the final analysis. 

Paul Trimboli and Mike Petersen were among South’s 
best but Petersen paid credit to his teammates for the 
resounding win. 

“As for my performance, you are only as good as your 
teammates, and tonight they were fantastic,” Petersen 
said. 

SOUTH MELBOURNE LINE-UP: Anastasiadis, Muscat, 
Lucchetta, Kuzmanovic, Valkanis (Mangos 65’), Polak, 
Panopoulos, Petersen (Awaritefe 65’), Trimboli, Kelic, 
Boutsianis. 


FUN STUFF (Answers on Page 30) 


MATCH ME 
The following players all moved to new clubs before 
the start of the season. Match them with the clubs they 
played with last season. 
Jeremy Harris ** Canberra Cosmos 
Sonny Sevin ** Sydney United Pumas 
Sean Babic ** Adelaide City Zebras 
Jamie Perin ** “Marconi Fairfield Stallions 
Jason Polak ** Gippsland Falcons 
Alex Castro ** West Adelaide Sharks 
Peter Blazinic ** Brisbane Strikers 


WHO AM I? 


UNSCRAMBLER 


Unscramble the following to find five players who 
have all scored goals in 1-0 victories for their sides 
this season. 


HPERAR 
VEOYCN 
TAMHR 
TIANCAR 
MNIZEIG 


[have become one of the A-League’s forgotten men. I am a powerful midfielder who has made five substitute 
appearances this season for Marconi. Prior to joining Marconi, I played for Sydney’s two other big clubs. 


Iam 


SUNLIGHTING ILLUMINATING 
HOLOPHANE ENGINEERS & 
MANUFACTURERS 
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FOCUS ON THE OPPONENTS 


The newly named Gippsland Falcons were 
expected to be the easybeats of the Ericsson 
Cup. 

Having lost players such as Warren Spink, 
Michael Reda, Brian Bothwell, Ernie Tapai, 
Scott Miller, John Waddell and Sonny Sevin in 
the off-season, the Falcons were building a team 
virtually from scratch. 


The Falcons moguls banked on uncanny coach 
Frank Arok to try and revitalise a club that has 
been struggling with attendances and on-field 
performances. 


Arok inexpensively put together a team that has 
been tagged the $28,000 team because of the 
cheap manner in which he built the squad. 


The exodus of players with big reputations (and 
in some cases little productivity) saw Arok 
gamble on a team of generally untried players 
and others reaching the end of their playing 
careers. 


Arok loves a challenge and has thrived on it so 
far, but no one is surprised with Gippsland’s 
lowly twelfth position. 


Arok’s biggest coup was convincing Eddie 
Krncevic to lead the young and raw side and his 
contribution has been a big boost. 


Other senior players enticed to the La Trobe 
Valley were former Parramatta Eagle, Hugo 
Giminez, and one-time Morwell favourite, Billy 
Wright, 

Jim Kourtis, Doug Marcina, Steve Mangos, 
Marcus Stergiopoulos and the Masi 
cousins stayed on from last season but a 
host of inexperienced signings has given 
the Falcons their new look. 


Arok brought a mob of players to 
Gippsland from Victorian Premier 
League club, Port Melbourne, the club 
that Arok moved to after departing South 
Melbourne, 


Nick Palamaras, Manny Gotis, Bill 
Mitroulas, Clayton Bell, Will Hastie and 
Alex Duric, who had a short-lived stay at 
South Melbourne, all arrived from Port. 


Arok also delved into the Premier 
League ranks to sign Thomastown’s Joe 


Tricarico, Albion’s Levent Osman and Tony 
Sekulic from New South Welsh club, Rockdale. 


The Falcons campaign has been relatively 
unheralded but their three wins this season have 
been highly celebrated. 


Their first, a 3-2 win over the Glory in Perth, 
came in Round 6 and was followed a fortnight 
later with a 1-0 win over Collingwood on the 
road, 


Krncevic proved to be the catalyst for the two 
wins, scoring twice in Perth and getting the lone 
goal against the Warriors. 


The Falcons had to wait 12 weeks for their first 
and only home win so far, a somewhat surprising 
1-0 triumph over the high-flying Brisbane. 
Hugo Giminez got hist first goal of the season in 
that game. 


Arok’s charges suffered two heavy defeats 
before the league went into recess in the double 
against Wollongong. 

A 5-2 away loss and a 3-1 home loss, added with 
a 4-1 loss to Adelaide City in Round 11 has seen 
the Falcons on the receiving end of some 
damaging results that have kept them planted 
near the bottom of the table. 


Frank Arok will have done all the homework to 
make today’s game as difficult as possible for 
South Melbourne and his motivational ability 
will also be tested as the Falcons take on one of 
the league’s most noble clubs at a most feared 


venue. 
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FALCONS TO WATCH 


JIM KOURTIS 

Kourtis is arguably the Falcons’ most valuable 
player, something his teammates have admitted 
on many occasions. 


He played a vital role in keeping a clean sheet in 
the win over Brisbane and has consistently been 
among those doing best for Gippsland. 


Kourtis moved to Gippsland after starting his A- 
League career with Ken Murphy’s Melbourne 
Zebras. 


Murphy is one of many who admire Kourtis’ 
ability. 


CLAYTON BELL 

Former Joeys captain Clayton Bell left his mark 
at Premier League club Port Melbourne in his 
debut season. 


; It was at Port Melbourne, chiefly under the 


guidance of Frank Arok, that Bell came to 
prominence. 


Bell’s effectiveness is his ability to cover many 
players on the park, something that Frank Arok 
hasn’t been afraid to do. 


Bell is still in the neophytal stages of a soccer 
career that is expected to be highly rewarding. 


He has shown he has the potential to aim for 
bigger things. 


ALEX DURIC 

Brought to Australia by Frank Arok’s South 
Melboume, Duric was given a brief chance to 
impress. 


While at Bob Jane Stadium, Duric failed to 
measure up to the required level and was quickly 
discarded. 


Duric was then given a chance by Port 
Melbourne and a move into the forward line saw 
him become a welcome addition to the Sharks. 


When Arok teamed up with Duric again at Port 
Melbourne the 26-year-old delivered the goods, 
prompting Arok to take him with him to Falcons 
Park. 


* eas i 
te 


Jim Kourtis argues the point with referee Jim 
Markovski while Steve Mangos and Nick 
Palamaras lend their support. 


Duric’s performances for Gippsland have been 
noticed by many astute judges, who were taken 
by his sharp improvement. 

Duric has netted three goals this season, 
including two in a 2-2 draw with Marconi in 
Round 3. 


EDDIE KRNCEVIC 

Kmeevic is arguably the pioneer of Aussies 
playing soccer in Europe. 

After making the brave trek to Europe as a 
bright-eyed lad, Krncevic returned to Australia 
years later as one of the nation’s most celebrated 
exports. 


Krncevic returned to Australia with the intention 
of coaching and seemed set to take the reins at 
Collingwood. 

When that fell through he was enticed by Frank 
Arok to resume playing and captain the Falcons. 
Krncevic has since been the centre of attention 
and speculation over the coaching post at new 
Ericsson Cup club, Carlton. 

That hasn’t distracted him from firing for 
Gippsland, collecting five goals in eleven 
outings. 

Prior to the break, Krncevic missed Gippsland’s 
last game with a hamstring injury. 
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TWENTY QUESTIONS WITH BILL DAMIANOS 


= a 
1) IF YOU COULD TRAVEL TO ANYWHERE IN THE 12) WHICH MAGAZINE OR NEWSPAPER DO YOU Have d nice flight 


WORLD, WHERE WOULD IT BE? ALWAYS READ? 
The Greek Islands, Tread the Herald-Sur every day and a few sports 

2) WHICH SOUTH MELBOURNE PLAYER IS THE magazines. 
MOST CHARMING WITH WOMEN? 13) WHO IS THE NICEST SOUTH MELBOURNE PLAYER 
Michael Curcija. YOU HAVE MET? 

3) WHICH SOUTH MELBOURNE PLAYER IS THE Too many to mention. 
MOST LIKELY TO WALK PAST McDONALDS AND 14) WHOIS A PERSON YOU'VE BEEN TOLD YOU 
HAVE TO WALK IN? LOOK LIKE? 
Michael Curcija, he never stops No one. 
eating. 15) IF YOU WERE GIVEN A LARGE 

4) HOW DID YOU CELEBRATE SUM OF MONEY TO SPEND ON 
YOUR LAST BIRTHDAY? YOURSELF, WHAT WOULD BE THE 
Went out with a few friends. FIRST THING YOU'D BUY? 


5) WHO IS YOUR ROOMMATE A brand new Porsche. 


WHEN SOUTH MELBOURNE IS 16) WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST JOB? 
ON THE ROAD? “ve never had a job, 
Michael Curcija 17) WHAT ARTICLE OF CLOTHING IN | 
6) WHICH SOUTH MELBOURNE YOUR WARDROBE DO YOU LOVE 
PLAYER IS THE MOST LIKELY 70 *) THE MOST? 
BE ABLE TO RUN ALL DAY? My hats. 
David Clarkson. 18) WHO IS YOUR ALL-TIME, FAVOURITE SOUTH 
7) WHICH AFL TEAM DO YOU SUPPORT? Carlton. MELBOURNE PLAYER? 
8) WHICH OPPOSING FANS GIVE YOU THE HARDEST In the recent era, Paul Trimboli 
TIME? 19) WHO DO YOU SUPPORT IN ENGLAND? 
Melbourne Knights. Everton 
9) WHAT IS THE BEST THING ABOUT SOUTH 20) WHO WILL WIN THE PREMIERSHIP IN ENGLAND 
MELBOURNE? THIS SEASON? 
There's many things - the supporters and the stadium. Hopefully, Everton. 
10) IF SOUTH MELBOURNE HAD A LAST-MINUTE 
PENALTY TO WIN THE GRAND FINAL, WHO FUN STUFF ANSWERS (From Page 27) 
WOUED BE BEST-TOTARBIT? MATCH ME Harris (Stallions); Sevin (Falcons): Babic 
Steve Panopoulos. (Pumas); Perin (Zebras); Polak (Strikers); Castro (Cosmos); 
11) WHO IS THE LAZIEST TRAINER AT SOUTH Blazinic (Sharks). 
MELBOURNE? 


UNSCRAMBLER Harper, Coveny, Marth, Ciantar, Giminez. 
WHO AM I? Eric Hristodoulou. 


I can’t comment on that one. 


OLY MPIC 


AIRWAY 


4 N Zl | n S u ra n ce | Information and reservations 


SYDNEY: (02) 9251 2044 BRISBANE: 008 221 663 
MELBOURNE: (03) 9629 2411 ADELAIDE: 008 331 448 
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BETTER CARS, BETTER SERVICE, BETTER PRICES 


HUGE RANGE OF CURRENT & SUPERSEDED 
FORDS, HOLDENS, —— 


NISSANS & TOYOTAS 
TO CHOOSE FROM 


MOST UNDER NEW CAR 
WARRANTY WITH ONLY 
5,000 TO 40,000KS aS 
ape 


PEACE OF MIND BONUS PACK 

WITH ALL OUR CARS 

4 YEAR UNLIMITED KILOMETRE 
AUSTRALIA WIDE MECHANICAL 
WARRANTY 

4 YEAR PAINT & INTERIOR FABRIC 
PROTECTION PLAN 


3 YEAR RUST PROTECTION PLAN 

* 24 HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

© 162 POINT INSPECTION AND 
PRE-DELIVERY SERVICE 


FULL TANK OF PETROL 

* EXCLUSIVE LIFETIME MECHANICAL WARRANTY 
AVAILABLE ON ALL OUR CARS* 

WE TRADE ANYTHING OF VALUE 


CALL US FOR INSTANT FINANCE 
ARRANGED IN JUST 10 MINUTES TAP 


